Headquarters of Commander-in-Chief at Kovno
who were compelled to use single battalions and batteries as reserves.
These battles were not yet over at the end of July, when there were sure indications that the attacks at Baranovici and along the whole course of the Stochod would be resumed. We awaited these with a sinking heart, for our troops were exhausted by constant fighting and had long fronts to defend. The Austro-Hungarian troops had lost all confidence in themselves, and needed German support everywhere.
We could see everything that was going on as far as the Stochod, but further south we were less in the picture. We only knew that General von Boehm-Ermolli was also now expecting an attack at Brody, that the Russians were continuing their offensive between the Dniester and the Carpathians in full strength, and that they were gaining ground towards the crest of the ridge.
General Count Bothmer had stood like a rock in the maelstrom of continuous attacks, and in all essentials remained master of the situation.
It was clear that the Russians were gathering strength for another mighty blow, while we were still bleeding from many wounds on the Somme, and the Austro-Hungarian troops were being hard pressed on the Italian Front, Storms were threatening, and our nerves were strung to the highest pitch.
XIV
We had maintained the closest touch with G.H.Q. during the difficult and anxious day* we had passed through in Kovno since the beginning of Junvs'^We had repeatedly pointed out the necessity of unity of command on the Eastern Front. Of course, if necessary, we could have carried on as before, but it had become evident that reserves could be moved about with less friction L the command of the whole Eastern Front was under one control. Before the end of June the Field-Marshal and I were summoned to Pless to give our views on the posi-
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